
a quick guide to the library of congress call number system:

reading a library of congress call number:

 a library of congress call number is made up of letters and numbers. 
 this system easily expands to include a new subject when new information
 is discovered. 

first row - Letters:

 the first row of letters represents the subject area. items are shelved 
 alphabetically according to this first row of letters. the first row of 
 the call number may consist of either one, two or sometimes three letters.

 they would be shelved as in the following example:
  
   a ab ag az ba bc 
 

Second row - whole numbers:
 
 the second row of a call number is made up of numbers. these numbers read
 as whole numbers and represent a subdivision of the subject. they affect 
 shelving in the following way:

  a 97  a 104  a 275  a 350 a 1007 b 10

third row - decimal, letter, number:

 the third line in the call number is a decimal, letter, number. the letter is 
 usually the first letter of the author’s last name. however, for some 
 subjects, for example in p - language and literature - this letter may be
 another subdivision to indicate the tpe of literature. also, if the item has an
 editor rather than an author, the first letter of the title may be used. the 
 number is called a “cutter number”. the numbers are read as a decimal. for
 example, this third line of the basic call number would be shelved in the 
 following order:

  a 97 .a27  a 97 .a277  a 97 .a3  a 97 .b15

 after the third line you may find another letter, number line on some items.
 this number is also read as a decimal. you may also find dates of items or
 volume numbers (v.1 , v.2 , etc). you may find “p.1” and “p.2” indicating parts, or 
 “c.1” and “c.2” indicating the library has more than one copy of this item.


